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Success Story 

MATERIALS AND MANUFACTURING 
DIRECTORATE ENGINEERS BRIEF AMERICAN 
AIR FORCES 

The logistics officers who attended weeklong logistics conference briefings 
are better informed and more adequately prepared to handle aging aircraft 
issues facing their nation’s armed forces. They have a greater understanding 
of current and emerging technologies available from the US Air Force and 
AFRL. The knowledge and information imparted through the briefings will 
strengthen the defense of the Western Hemisphere, foster trust and respect 
for the Materials and Manufacturing Directorate, and help build strong 
professional relationships among the participating nations. 
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Accomplishment
Directorate engineers briefed senior Air Force logistics officers from 18 
North, Central, and South American countries, including the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico, on aging aircraft and available technologies to keep
them flying. Directorate engineers translated their briefings from English
into Spanish, since most of the officers speak Spanish. 

Background
General Thomas D. White, the US Air Force chief of staff in 1961, conceived 
the idea to gather the commanders of the American Air Forces to strengthen
friendly relationships and plan an effective professional cooperation system.
The Air Force held the first conference in April of 1961 at Randolph Air 
Force Base (AFB), Texas and in Washington DC under the heading
Conference of the Chiefs of the American Air Forces, or CONJEFAMER, 
derived from Spanish—the conference’s official language. 

The commanders of the American Air Forces approved the acronym
SICOFAA for the System of Cooperation among the American Air Forces 
in 1965 during the fifth CONJEFAMER gathering. Today, member nations 
know SICOFAA as the Constitutional Charter of the System of Cooperation 
among the American Air Forces. Membership in SICOFAA is voluntary,
and there are currently 18 member Air Forces including the US Air Force. 

CONJEFAMER, the annual decision-making conference that provides
direction to the SICOFAA and implements the spirit of cooperation within the 
system, constitutes the ideal forum for the study of subjects of professional
interest to the majority of its members. Because it brings together the highest
military authorities from each of the member and observer American Air 
Forces, CONJEFAMER is the highest level meeting within the SICOFAA. 
The scope of the CONJEFAMER includes discussions and commander 
resolutions related to the organizational structure, missions, objectives, and 
functions of SICOFAA and its eight operational committees. 

Mr. Bruce Rasmussen and Mr. Juan Calzada, of the directorate’s Metals, 
Ceramics, and Nondestructive Evaluation Division; Mr. Steve Gerken, 
Mr. George Slenski, and Mr. Robert Ware, of the Systems Support
Division; 2nd Lt Brian Smith and Mr. Mick Hitchcock, of the Manufacturing
Technology Division; and Ms. Sally Chaney, of the directorate’s Integration
and Operations Division, played key roles in CONJEFAMER’s first annual 
Logistics Committee Conference at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. 

Additional information

To receive more information about this or other activities in the Air Force Research 

Laboratory, contact TECH CONNECT, AFRL/XPTC, (800) 203-6451 and you will be 

directed to the appropriate laboratory expert. (03-ML-11) 



